
Lesson 3: Designing Effective Tests                                                                                                                                         Assessment Unit                                                                                                                                                             

Class Session Mon, March 26th 

Lesson Planning 

Instructional Sequence & Learning Activities Resources and Course Material 

Reminder 

Collect Alternative assessments 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this session students 

will be able to: 

1. Design a test blueprint 

2. Select the appropriate 

item format based on the 

knowledge & skills to be 

assessed. 

3. Write effective multiple 

choice items 

3:05-3:15: Announcements 

1) Introduce the revisions on the syllabus 

2) Announce that during the break they need to fill in the microteaching schedule (5 

min introduction to the topic + 15 minute of presentation of an activity-clearly state 

whether is part of indirect or direct assessment) 

3:15-3:30: Introduction to testing for assessing learning: Give 5 minutes to complete the MC 

test. 

Discuss problematic aspects of the test and the guidelines for effective multiple choice 

questions. 

 

  

 

Micro teaching Schedule 

 3:30-3:50 MC Items are only one format of items that you can use what are other formats 

based on your reading? 

Matching, T/F, Fill in the Blank, Completion, Essay Short answer 

How do you decide which item format you need to use? 

-type of knowledge/skills; -importance of content; student motivation/anxiety 

The most effective strategy to adopt for designing your test is to use a test blueprint. 

Each row addresses an objective AND Each column addresses a cognitive level 

Each cell contains the number of items for each unit/topic objective and each level. 

Bloom’s Taxonomy one in each 

table. 

Pint 3 copies for each group and 4 

for the biology 



 

Class Session Mon, March 26th 

Lesson Planning 

Instructional Sequence & Learning Activities Resources and Course Material 

Reminder: Write on the board 

these test elements: 

Item format (types) 

Order 

Difficulty 

Length 

Instructions 

Scoring 

Class Activity 1: Examination of a test 

1) Identify the format of the test items 

2) Pattern in item format? 

3) Comment about these test elements 

4) MC items can be used to test HOT –the stimulus has to be novel. 

 

 Class Activity 2: Examination of a test using the test evaluation checklist 

Clarity: Clear and concise directions 

Difficulty varies; some questions have more difficult parts; from easy to difficult 

Fair no biased context 

Independent items 

2 answer keys per team 

 Answer key concise, provides answers to questions and in case there are more than 1 

answer you need to include that. For open-ended questions you need a rubric or criteria 

 


